Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.013 Å; disorder in solvent or counterion; R factor = 0.048; wR factor = 0.119; data-toparameter ratio = 15.8.
In the title compound, [PtCl 2 (C 18 
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Intermolecular C-H···Cl hydrogen bonding is observed between the chloroform and the chloride (Table 1) . Moreover, similar C-H···Cl interaction between one of the phenyl groups and the chloride (Table 1) links the molecules into a onedimensional chain structure.
A mixture of PtCl 2 (PPh 3 ) 2 (314 mg, 0.4 mmol) and (Et 4 N) 2 B 10 H 10 (150 mg, 0.4 mmol) in HOCH 2 CH 2 OH (38 ml) was heated at 100°C (oil) under N 2 atomosphere for 39 h. The resulting mixture was filtered to get a red filtrate, to which ca 400 ml of water was added. The lower layer formed was separated and treated with water. This process was repeated till the lower layer was colourless. The upper water phase combined was extracted with CH 2 Cl 2 . The yellow organic layer was dried to result in a reddish solid. Recrystalization in CHCl 3 /n-hexane(1:4, V: V) afforded a small amount of yellowish crystals of the title compound suitable for X-ray analysis.
Refinement
All H-atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model with d(C-H) = 0.93 Å, U iso =1.2U eq (C) for aromatic, and d(C-H) = 0.98 Å, U iso =1.5U eq (C) for CHCl 3 . The highest residual peak [1.89 eÅ -3 ] and deepest hole [-1.27 eÅ -3 ] are situated 1.05 Å and 0.97 Å, respectively, at atom Pt1.
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . View of (I) with atom labels and 25% probability displacement ellipsoids. For the disordered chloroform molecule, only major part is shown for clarity.
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